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History
Very briefly, as his history reads like a large novel, Sensei MacLean was a student of Kenshiro Abbe, and this illustrious sensei assisted him in gaining a job and training facilities in Japan, shortly before the Tokyo Olympics. As a consequence, he studied Judo, Aikido and Kendo at the Butokukai, Kyoto, and later Judo at the Kodokan and Aikido at the Iwama dojo of the Aikikai. His sojourn took in karate training at the JKA Headquarters in Tokyo, and he flew back to Britain with a myriad of Dan grades to his name in 1966. He has travelled extensively in his teaching career, and is responsible for opening many schools of Aikido and Karate in the Midlands. He spent several years as National Coach for Budo of Great Britain, until followed Abbe Sensei's suggestion to go to Paris and train with sensei Noro and Nakazono.
In recent years he has travelled to Turkey, Belgium and France, and since joining the BKJA in the Millenium, was their Technical Director for Judo and Aikido, and taught in the United States, the Isle of Man, and just about every major centre in the U.K.!
He is now the Founder and Director of the Butokukai Fellowship Trust in Telford and affiliated to the BSKA/BKA. Although he is no longer able to take an active role on the tatami since a severe brain haemorrhage in 2006 he remains a guiding hand and source of much knowledge in Aikido,(8th Dan) Judo(7th Dan) Karate (4th Dan) Kendo(2nd Dan) and laido (1st Dan).
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